BK;HT RKVERKXD FATHER ix GOD,
JOSEPH,
LORD   BISHOP   OF   BRISTOL,
DEAN OF ST. PAUL'S. MY   LORD,
THE value of the present work is so univ^P-sally  acknowledged, that to oiler any thing here in recommendation of it, might seem equally to reflect upon your Lordship's judgment, as on the character of the excellent Author.    It will be a sufficient honour and satisfaction to me, to have contributed in any measure to the improvement of the Intellectual System, and to  the spreading a performance, one of the noblest of the .last age, and at least as necessary to the present, for supporting the grand foundations of all religion and virtue,   against ignorance, sophistry, and every pernicious effect of vice and sensuality upon the human understanding.   Such a design, I persuade myself, wants